The Book Thief by Markus Zusak Background Notes

· The Grim Reaper 

· a personification of death, depicted as a skeleton, typically wearing a black hood and carrying a scythe (a farm tool that would typically be used by a farm worker to mow long grass or cut or harvest, reap, crops. It consists of a curved blade and a long wooden handle.)

· Sometimes Grim Reaper is believed to cause a person’s death, while other times the Grim Reaper is believed to simply escort a person who is near death to the afterworld and finalize death. 

· World War II and Germany:

· World War II (WWII) was a global conflict that lasted from 1939-1945 and included a front in Europe and in Asia.

· Many consider Germany’s invasion of Poland in September 1, 1939 the official beginning of the war. 

· Germany continued to invade and overwhelm European countries including Denmark, Norway, France, Belgium, The Netherlands, and Luxembourg.

· About 6 million Jews were killed in the Holocaust, a result of Nazi ideologies. Most were executed in concentration camps.

· Other ethnic and minority groups were targeted by Nazi ideologies, including Roma, Slavs, ethnic Poles, the mentally ill and disabled, and homosexuals.

· A concentration camp is a guarded area for imprisonment or detainment of an unwanted group. A camp usually has harsh conditions and inmates are often used as slave labor. Individuals were often overworked – even worked to death.  

· Munich is a city in southern Germany, the capital of the region called Bavaria. 

· Munich was home to extremist politics and the place where Adolf Hitler and his National Socialist Workers Party grew in power.

· In 1923, Munich was the location of Hitler’s attempt to overthrow the German Government called the Beer Hall Putsch.  

· In 1933, the National Socialists took power in Germany and Munich, as the birthplace of this movement was important.

· The first concentration camp built by the Nazis at Dachau, is just 10 miles north-west of the city.

· The headquarters of the NSDAP was in Munich.

· Munich was hit by many air raids during World War II. That means that bombs were dropped on Munich by aircraft from the opposition (Allied forces). 

· National Socialist German Workers’ Party (NSDAP or Nazi)

· A political party between 1919 and 1945 in Germany

· Central organizing principal was unhappiness with the 1919 Treaty of Versailles, which required Germany to make concessions and pay reparations (payment for war damages). Nazis thought that this was unjust and would not allow Germany to advance. 

· Advocated Positive Christianity and the racial purity of the German people (the Aryan race or Northern Europeans) and eradication of groups deemed “unworthy of life” (Jews, ethnic minorities, homosexuals, the disabled)

· Hitler was the last leader of this party.

· Mein Kampf was Hitler’s political manifesto, which enumerated his beliefs.

· The swastika is the black spider-like symbol adopted by the Nazis and used on the flag. 

· Kristallnacht

· Translated: the night of broken glass

· November 9-10, 1938, overnight

· Nazis in Germany burned synagogues and vandalized the homes and businesses of Jews, littering the streets with shattered glass

· Nearly 100 Jews were murdered and many Jewish men were rounded up and sent to concentration camps
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Drawing of cholera as the Grim Reaper from Le Petit Journal, Paris, 1 December 1912.
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