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Rev. Parris implies that something went on before the movie began.  As you view the movie, write down what people say happened.  Finally, at the end, write what you believe happened, and why.

Is Rev. Parris simply a worried parent, or does he have other concerns?  Support your opinion with examples.

Abigail’s reputation has become questionable. What hints are there that she hasn’t exactly been an upstanding Puritan citizen?

Describe the character of John Proctor.

What is Hale hoping to get from his questions to the other characters?  When they answer, how does their desire to be honest conflict with their other desires?

How does the status of the accusers change in the course of the movie?
Why does Abigail refuse to answer Danforth’s questions?

As people begin to question the rightness of the trials, why do they continue to hold them?
Why does John make the decisions he makes?  Given what we know about his character, could he have chosen any differently?  Why or why not?
The Crucible is not a document from the Salem Witch Trials – it was written in the 1950s to combat McCarthyism (accusing others of being Communists).  For your homework, research McCarthyism and write a short evaluation of Miller’s anti-McCarthyist implications in The Crucible  (at least three paragraphs).
